




BMA Missions seeks to facilitate 
churches in fulfilling the Great 
Commission through assessment, 
training, coaching, and 
missionary care. 

Lifeword assists in taking the 
gospel throughout the world 
through radio, television, the 
internet, and mobile devices. 

Ministers Resource Services 
helps meet the financial planning 
needs of BMA pastors and staffs.

   F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

The world of communication and how information is disseminated 
is in a constant state of change. People expect current and almost 
instant news reports. The digital revolution has made every business, 
non-profit, agency, and even church rethink how they relate to their 
constituents. BMA Missions is no exception. 

Several months ago mission:world magazine was reinvented. The 
publication moved from print to digital-only format. The reason for 
this move was obvious: Print and mailing costs were continuing to 
escalate while the Internet was increasingly becoming the principle 
method for people to receive news and information. Now the time 
has come for mission:world to change again.

In an effort to keep you up to date on what God is doing around 
the globe through BMA Missions, mission:world is becoming 
mission:world News. By simply subscribing to the mission:world 
News email list you will begin to receive weekly Missions updates. (If 
you subscribe to this email list, you’re already in our system.) 

The content you’ve come to expect in mission:world will not 
change. You will still receive exciting news and stories from BMA 
missionaries around the world. The only difference will be that those 
stories come weekly instead of once every two months. You will learn 
of missionary needs and be able to pray for them in real time. We 
think you’ll enjoy a weekly look into the world of BMA Missions 
beginning in January 2022. 

God bless you for being part of the BMA Missions team! Pray for us 
as we do our best to share the good news of Jesus around the world . . 
. and share the way God is using you and your church to invest in His 
kingdom!

Donny Parrish, Editor, mission:world News
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Welcome to this issue of mission:world, which we believe will be a 
blessing as you read Christmas greetings from our missionaries around 
the world. Please read to the end of this introductory article for some 
important information about mission:world.

Some of you have heard me say, “There was a missionary in the manger,” and that is 
exactly why Jesus came to this earth. In theological terms we call the coming of the second 
person of the Trinity to earth the incarnation:  

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption as sons. (Galatians 4:4-5)

We know that this is not when Jesus became God, for He is eternally God. This is when 
God entered, in flesh, the creation He made for Himself in order to redeem that same 
creation that had become separated from Him by sin. Christ is 100% God and 100% man; 
therefore, the only One who could pay the price for sin and be the mediator between Holy 
God and sinful man. 

In this brief article we want to consider this essential scriptural truth of the incarnation 
of Christ as it is both a motive and example for global missions. Of course, we can 
never be like Christ in His incarnation because we are not God. However, as a model of 
missions, the incarnation serves us well. 

The first missions lesson that we learn from the incarnation of Christ is the act of 
sending and going. In order to “be” with us here on the earth, He had to leave His place in 
glory. There are many ministries and missions approaches that support the incarnational 
model of missions, but there are none that supplant it! The incarnational model calls for 
somebody to be sent, and that “somebody” cannot fulfill the missions “from a distance.” 

BY: Dr. John David Smith
BMA Missions

bmamissions.org

Merry
Christmas



M I S S I O N S

We have social distancing, distance learning etc., but aren’t we glad that Jesus did not carry out 
His mission from a distance? Jesus came to be with us . . . Immanuel. 

Once again, in the world of missions there are many things that support the incarnational model 
of missions, but there is nothing that takes the place of people emptying themselves of all they know 
to be “with” a people for the purpose of fulfilling the mission of Jesus. The very basic meaning of 
mission in the New Testament is “send.”

The second missions lesson from the incarnation is humility. Christ humbled himself and came. 
In missions there is no substitute for the humility it takes to become part of another group of people 
for the purpose of sharing the message of Christ with them. We humble ourselves many times in 
culture, language, goals, and ambitions.

The third missions lesson from the incarnation is the ambassador approach to mission. We know 
that Christ in His incarnation did not relinquish one bit of His deity. He was fully God the whole 
time. However, in His role on this earth He did submit Himself to the Father, not in essence, but in 
role. He desired to accomplish the Father’s will. 

Likewise, we are not the owners of the mission; we are mere ambassadors of Christ. We do not 
make the rules, We fervently represent the One who sent us on His behalf.  We also go through the 
process of adapting new language, culture, methods, etc. to communicate Christ to new peoples and 
places. Christ was the immutable being in mutable forms. Likewise, we carry the never-changing 
gospel in ever-changing circumstances. 

I pray that the incarnation of Christ will inspire us in His attitude and actions. We must look to 
Christ for all things and certainly for the motives and examples of how to carry out the mission that 
He gave us!

In the way of information concerning mission:world magazine, we have a planned format change 
to take effect in January 2022. We will be moving away from our magazine format, even in its 
digital style, to a newsfeed format. This means that the digital format, as it is now, will no longer be 
produced. Instead, we will transition to a newsfeed format where stories are released constantly via 
email and through all forms of social media. 

This new format will also incorporate the state papers with inserts about global missions. We are 
already producing this content in some state papers, and we are negotiating with the others to do 
the same. We believe that this will be a better way to communicate with you about all that is going 
on in BMA global missions. In order to make sure you will receive mission news, please confirm 
that your name is on our mailing list by visiting the following website: www.missionworldnews.org.

Merry Christmas to you and your 
family from the entire BMA Missions 
team! We are thankful for the great 
privilege of serving our churches in 
global missions. 
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G LO B A L  M I S S I O N S  C E N T E R

Global Missions Center
Office Staff

What a privilege it is to serve our BMA missionaries as they use the Christmas season to 
fulfill God’s mission of sharing the truth of who Jesus is and why He came. We pray that 
they would inspire you to feel a burden for lost people as together we offer healing to a 
broken world.  

On behalf of your BMA Missions team . . . Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all!
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U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Arkansas
Elvis, Wendy, Pablo & Josue Garcia

Email: elvis@southcity.org
Blessings from the Garcia Family! We had an awesome 

year in the midst of a pandemic. The Lord has opened 
new churches and is sending many missionaries to the 

field. Pray for us as we continue to evangelize, disciple 
and train leaders. We want to see North America living 

for Christ! 

Florida
Adam Batarseh
Email: adambatarseh@gmail.com

Georgia
Todd & Tina Cox

Email: todd@stonepoint.org
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U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Georgia
Jamshad, Anila, Josiah, Joshua & Ariana Hadyat

Email: missionsforpakistan@gmail.com
As family, way are praying that you have a Christmas 

filled with joy and memorable moments you’ll cherish 
forever. May this Christmas bring many reasons to 

have unending smiles and laughs and fill your life with 
God’s presence. Amen!

Georgia
Tracy, Wendy, & Julia Miller
Email: tracy@stonepoint.org
The Miller family wishes you a Merry Christmas from 
North Georgia. May God bless you and yours and may 
2022 be our best year ever.

Georgia
Boris & Vera Lebedev
Email: boris.lrbrdrv69@yandex.ru
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Louisiana
Angel, Nora, Nathania & Nathanael Colon

Email: acolonmiranda@yahoo.com

Minnesota
Michael, Laura Beth, Alyssa, Felicity, Julianna, 
Anna, John, Joshua & Ruby Strong
Email: brothermike@nnccmpls.com
Merry Christmas from the Strongs! This past year 
was full of opportunities to share the good news 
of the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ, some of 
which resulted in salvations. We look forward to 
continue sharing the hope of Christmas as we work 
diligently to make disciples and start a church 
planting movement in Minnesota by the grace of God.

Missouri
Juan, Hannah, Victoria & Eleanor Fernandez

Email: pastorjuanfernandez@gmail.com
Greetings from the Fernandez Family in St Louis! May 

the Joy, Hope and Love of Christ’s birth be the reason 
for celebrating this Christmas! We are so blessed to be 
part of BMA. Pray for a healthy church here in St Louis, 

Missouri. (Luke 2)

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Oklahoma
Thomas, Courtney & Asher Mobly

Email: thomas@ghokc.com
Merry Christmas from the Mobly family and Grace 

Harbor Church in NW Oklahoma City!  As we thank God 
for the gift of his Son, Jesus, we also thank him for you 

and your continued prayers on our behalf. God bless 
you and your family! 

Oklahoma
Nathan, Lynzie, Emilee, Gabe, JB, Beau, Maggie & 
Charlotte Brewer
Email: nathanbrewer89@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from the Brewer family to yours. We 
are so grateful for the family we have in the churches 
of BMA America.

Texas
Jesse, Rebecca, Colton, Elisha & Lydia Hales
Email: halesjesse@gmail.com
We want to thank you so much for your many 
years of continued prayer and support of our 
ministry. We are overwhelmed that we get the 
privilege to see God at work doing what only He can 
do, and we know we wouldn’t be able to do that 
without you! Thank you.

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Texas
Matthew, Amy, Ethan & Jonas Prather

Email: matthew@discoverthebridge.com

Texas
Ashraf, Jenny, John & Mark Sara
Email: iraqbp@aol.com
Greetings from the Sara family in Dallas, Texas. May 
your heart and home be filled with all the joy that 
Jesus brings. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
Please pray for the Arabic-speaking church plant 
movement in America.

Utah
Gavin, Haley, Finley & William Roberts

Email: wgavin.roberts@gmail.com
Merry Christmas to our BMA family from Utah! We 

appreciate you!

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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I N T E R NAT I O NA L

Zambia
Joshua, Meagan & Ashlyn Phiri
Email: joshuaphiri@yahoo.com

Thank you for taking this journey of faith with us 
during the difficult times. We have enjoyed sharing 

details of our ministry and hearing back from many 
of you. For now, may you be surrounded by love this 

Christmas. And as the faithful supporter and prayer 
partner we know you are, may you give love and 

comfort to all you know—now and always. We wish 
you and those dearest to you a very Merry Christmas.

China
Creative Access Missionary
As 2021 comes to an end, we pause to remember that 
God took on flesh to deliberately enter into our 
disordered world. Christmas is Christ’s declaration of 
peace in the midst of chaos.  May the God of all peace 
(Romans 16:20), whose birth heralded peace (Luke 2:14), 
death purchased peace (Romans 5:1), and resurrection 
declared peace (Luke 24:36), give you Christ-exalting 
peace this Christmas season.

India
Creative Access Missionary
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I N T E R NAT I O NA L

Papua New Guinea
Jeremy, Mandy, Paisley, Myli, Havana & Emmi Rose 

Hambrice
Email: jeremy_hambrice@ntm.org

Thanking Jesus this Christmas season for the light he 
has brought the Wantakia people and for building his 
church here on this mountain! Thank you all for your 

partnership in this ministry! Merry Christmas!

Japan
Daisuke, Marcia, Nicholas, Noah, Nathan & Sophia 
Okada
Email: dokada@mac.com

Papua New Guinea
Sean, Jinny, Zeke, Gabe & Ash Richards
Email: therichardsresponse@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from Sean, Jinny, Zeke, Gabe, and Ash 
Richards serving in Papua New Guinea.
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Papua New Guinea
BJ, Jill, Olivia, Sophie & Graham Sanders

Email: bj_sanders@ntm.org
Merry Christmas from Wantakia! We got to share 

the gospel for the very first time last year with the 
Wantakia people. Many of them placed their faith in 

Christ and the church was born! The church continues 
to meet and grow in their understanding of who they 

are in Christ now. Praise God that the Wantakia church 
can now know and celebrate the true meaning of 

Christmas with us!

Philippines
Danny & Rita Ballard
Email: ballardsphilippines@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from our family here in the Philippines 
to yours. The Lord has opened different doors of 
ministry this past year due to the pandemic and we 
have seen many souls come to know Him as a result. 
Thank you for your many prayers and generous 
support this past year and we pray for His protection 
and blessings upon you.

Philippines
Sam, Dawn, Zane & Seth Freeman

Email: freemans.philippines@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from the Freeman Family. We rejoice 

with all of you during this season when we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ! We extend our 

appreciation for all the prayers and support you have 
given on our behalf. We love you!

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Philippines
Doug & Diane Lee

Email: doug@musicservicesinc.com
“Mabuhay” from the Philippines!  From our heart and 

home to yours: We wish all of you a very Merry 
Christmas!  May God richly bless you during this time of 

celebration for the birth of our Savior.

Philippines
Filomeno & Lisa Kakilala
Email: flkakilala@hotmail.com
From the Philippines, which has the earliest and longest 
Christmas celebration in the world, “Maligayang 
Pasko” (Merry Christmas in the most spoken Tagalog 
language). Representing the regions of this country 
where I have mission outreach: “Malipayon nga Pascua” in 
Ilonggo from Panay Island; “Naimbag a Pascua” in Ilocano 
from northern Luzon Island; and “Maabig ya Pasko” 
in Pangasinense from Pangasinan Province. Since our 
family’s ministry in Hawaii has sprung our mission work 
in Southeast Asia, “Mele kalikimaka” in Hawaiian. Christ 
is the reason for Christmas!

Philippines
Cris, Alicia, Benjamin & Asher Samson
Email: alicia.ramshur@gmail.com
Merry Christmas to all the churches and families of 
the BMA from the Samson family. We thank God for 
you, your prayers, and your support. Continue to pray 
for us as we make plans to return to the Philippines in 
January 2022.

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Philippines
Stan & Donna Scroggins

Email: stanmusical@icloud.com
Filipinos celebrate Christmas in all of the “ber” months. 

Talk about starting early!  So Merry Christmas X 4!

Thailand
Brandon, Brittney, Josie, J.J. & Joy Lingle
Email: ericbrandonlingle@gmail.com
Merry Christmas, everyone! What a joy it is to 
celebrate the Savior’s birth and make him known here 
in Thailand. I pray the Lord will fill all our hearts 
with love and adoration for Jesus this Christmas. 
Merry Christmas!

Thailand
Siripong, Jessie, Santipap (Titus) & Seripap (Noah) 

Yaebeang
Email: thailand.forHisglory@hotmail.com

Merry Christmas from Bangkok, Thailand! It’s been a 
joy to tell people here about the person and work 

of Jesus Christ. Especially during Christmas time like 
this, it’s always a golden opportunity for us to tell 
non-believers here who Jesus is and why He came to 

this world. Please remember us and Thailand in your 
prayers. May God continue to use all of us, wherever 

we are, to always proclaim Him!

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Mexico
Hannah McLelland

Email: phs_hotshot_402009@yahoo.com
“Saludos y bendiciones - ¡Feliz Navidad a su familia de 

mia! ¡Alégrese, porque La Luz del Mundo ha venido!” 
Greetings and blessings - Merry Christmas from my 

family to yours! Rejoice, because the Light of the World 
has come!

Mexico
Grady & Denise Johnson
Email: gradyjohnson1822@gmail.com

Mexico
Tommy, Sara, Micah, Silas, Eisley & Kaison Rose
Email: bmamexico@gmail.com
From our family to yours this December, we wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. God bless 
you all.

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Nicaragua
Juan Carlos, Paige & Jacob Sanchez

Email: pieceofhopenica@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from Nicaragua and Piece of Hope 

ministry. We are thankful to be one piece of God’s work 
in Nicaragua and for each of our supporters who 

help us reach so many children and their families. We 
continually pray for the salvation of our students 

and their families and ask that you would do the same.

France
Sean, Kendall, Liam, Ewen & Declan Pasley
Email: pasleyjs@gmail.com
Bonjour from France! This year has been quite a 
whirlwind for our family, but we couldn’t imagine 
having done it without our BMA family - Lord willing, 
there will be many more years of ministry and 
partnership to come! Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support, and “Joyeux Noël!”

Romania
Bryan, Pam, Melody, Lindsey & Landon Risner

Email: bryanwrisner@gmail.com
We ask for prayers for our family and the Porumb 

and Hamouch families. They will continue the work in 
the village of Santandrei with the Roma community 

as we have begun a new work in the area of Brasov. 
Thank you for loving, praying for, and supporting our 
family these past three years in Romania. Because of 

your faithfulness many individuals will learn the true 
meaning of Christmas this year! Merry Christmas and 

“Craciun fericit” from the Risners in Romania.

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Romania
Sara Filimon

Email: sarainromania@gmail.com

Romania
Candra Barnett
Email: candrainromania@gmail.com
“Craciun Fericit”- Merry Christmas from Romania! 
Praying a special Christmas blessing for each of our 
churches!

Romania
Cristian, Vanessa, Joellen & Ethan Martinez
Email: martinezinromania@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from Romania! This year we have been 
preparing to communicate the message of Jesus in the 
Romanian language. We desire to see churches planted 
that bring the presence of Jesus among those that 
today do not enjoy Salvation and submit to the good 
rule of King Jesus.

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Ukraine
Larry & Tammy Wood

Email: larry@farleystreet.com
During this beautiful season as we celebrate the birth 

of our Savior, God’s perfect gift to the world, we are 
reminded of your kindness and generosity to us as we 

serve in Ukraine. We pray you have a blessed Christmas 
season and New Year in 2022. Merry Christmas from 

our family to yours.

Jordan
Sam, Sue, Noor, Raneem, Sophia & Angelina Jordan
Email: bmajordan@gmail.com
In this Christmas season, we would like to say Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year from Jordan. I want you 
to know that we appreciate your prayers and support 
for our family and for our ministry “Life Changing 
Ministries” because we are able to serve and reach out 
to thousands of people with the love of God.

Lebanon
Charles & Mona Costa

Email: chuckcosta58@gmail.com
For the Costa family, Christmas is a time to remember 

God’s unspeakable gift, the Lord Jesus. It is also a time 
to be reminded of the world Jesus came to save, which 

remains our goal as missionaries. It is also a time to think 
of the less fortunate around us who lack food and 

medicine and shelter. As you celebrate Christmas please 
remember the BMAA work in the Middle East. From all of 
us to all of you, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year – 

“Milad Majeed wa kul Am wa Antom bi khair.”

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Lebanon
Elie, Rana, Anthony & Martin El-Hage

Email: rana.costa@gmail.com

Lebanon
Joe & Mira Costa
Email: joe.costa88@gmail.com
As most of us do, Mira and I look back at this 
tumultuous year and just thank God for His protection, 
love, and mercy. This year was hard for the people of 
the Middle East, yet through social media and relief 
efforts, we saw God opening doors for us to spread His 
Word and speak of the Hope that is in us. Please keep 
us in your prayers as we continue the work and love 
people like Jesus. God bless you and may you have a 
very merry Christmas!

Argentina
Tyler & Emily Brantley
Email: ctbrantley894@gmail.com
Merry Christmas from the Brantleys! Emily and I are 
praying that you have a wonderful Christmas season 
and a great New Year. As we come closer to the end of 
2021, we are continuing to see God do great things in our 
lives as he prepares us to head to Argentina in 2022. 
We love you all and God Bless!

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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Ecuador
Buddy & Taffy Johnson

Email: abudjohn@att.net
As we prepare to organize the first BMA church in 

Ecuador, Taffy and I would like to thank you for 
your prayers and wish you a very blessed Christmas 

season.

Canada
Michael & Josie Barton
Email: kjv.barton@gmail.com

Canada
Michel & Ruth Poirier

Email: ostervald@axion.ca

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
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